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T  O 

Sir  Hans  Sloane  Bart.  Prefident, 

.  A  N  D  T  H  E 

Fellows  of  theROYAL  SOCIETY. 

Gentlemen, 

S  any  Attempt  to  improve  Medicine,  and  to 
difcover  a  certain  Remedy  for  one  of  the  moft 
terrible  Diftempers  human  Nature  is  fubjedt 
to,  and  which  has  hitherto  generally  proved 
invincible,  cannot  fail  of  being  agreeable  to  a 
Society,  that  has  been  indefatigable  in  the  Purfuit  of  na¬ 
tural  Knowledge,  I  take  the  Liberty  of  laying  before  you 
the  Reafons  which  I  have  to  hope,  that  Mercury  in  any 
Form  is  not  only  an  effectual  Prefervative  againft  the  ill 
Confequences  of  a  Bite  from  a  mad  Dog,  but  alfo  a  Cure 

B  for 


for  them,  even  when,  through  Neglect,  the  Hydrophobia 
is  buffered  to  come  on. 

In  June  1735,  I  delivered  a  Memorial  to  Sir  Hans 
Sloane ,  containing  fome  Experiments  that  had  been  made 
with  Turpeth  Mineral ,  upon  People  bit  by  mad  Dogs  ;  and 
a  little  before  Do£tor  Boerhaave'  s  Death,  I  communicated 
to  him  the  fame  Cafes  with  fome  Additions,  in  a  Letter 
which  it  may  not  be  improper  to  lay  before  you. 

Viro  Arte  &  Humanitate  inftgni  Hermanno  Boerhaave, 

Robertus  fames,  S.  P.  D. 

TIBI  morbos  hactenus  invictos  profligando  artifque 
Medicse  fines  latius  promovendo  humanum  genus 
quotidie  demerenti  rem  haud  ingratam  facturus  videor, 
vir  clariflime,  fi  quibus  remediis,  quaque  curandi  metho- 
do,  animalia  quaedam  aqua;  metu  jam  laborantia,  quaedam 
mox  laboratura,  ad  fanitatem  reducta  fint,  paucis  enar- 
ravero. 

Anno  1732,  menfe  Februario,  apud  quendam  vena- 
tionis  fludiofiflimum  forte  otiabar  :  Canes  rabies  invaferat, 
quae  ufque  adeo  fasviebat,  ut  ex  agmine  quod  numerofum 
aluit,  triginta  jam  defiderarentur,  demerfi  licet  aquis  ma- 
rinis,  fumptoque  flan  no  cum  mithridatio,  caeterifque  me- 
dicamentis  quae  inani  fpecificorum  nomine  plus  nimio 
nofli  decantata.  Duos  tunc  temporis  rabiofos  mihi  often- 
dit,  quibus  duos  jam  vel  tres  dies  fete  in  dorfo  arrectae  fte— 
terant,  caudae  intortae,  vox  latrantium  raucedine  quadam 
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vitiata,  multa  fauces  fpuma  fluebant,  ab  efca,  prasfertim 
-liquida,  abhorrebant,  et  quicquid  fe  objecit  morfu  peten- 
tes  fumraum  morbi  gradum  pati  videbantur.  Domino 
luem  tam  funeftam  deploranti  auctor  eram,  ut  quid  va- 
leret  Turpethum  Minerale  experiretur  :  ille  vero,  fpe  quam 
injeceram  permotus,  Gr.  12.  eadem  vefpera  utriq ;  exhibuit 
quo  Pharmaco  et  alvus  leniter  mota  et  ventriculus  ;  vef- 
pera  infequenti  Gr.  24.  utriq;  ingeftis  Ptyalifmus  auctus  eft. 
Tertio  vero  die  occidente,  uterque  Gr.48.  fumere  coactus,  & 
Ptyaliftno,8t  Vomitione  8c  Purgatione  acriter  pertentatus  eft, 
quibus  poft  horas  aliquot  adeo  debellata  morbi  crudelitas, 
ut  lac  tepidum  uterque  fponte  biberet.  Quarta  demum 
nocte  adveniente  alteri  Gr.  24.  dedit,  alterum  praeteriit ; 
canis  accepto  Pharmaco  humi  procubuit,  falivamuberrime 
perfundens,  dirifque  cruciatibus  agitatus  Ptyalifmum  nimis 
temere  excitatum  teftantibus;  evafts  tamen  et  morbi  et  re- 
medii  periculis,  tandem  valuit.  Alterum  peftis  nondum 
penitus  fubacta,  redintegratio  aggrefla  eft  viribus,  et 
extinxit. 

Canes  alios  duos  eadem  patientes,  idem  remedium  fe- 
liciter  expedivit.  Cseteris  canibus,  ne  latius  ferperet  con- 
tagio,  prima  vice,  Turp.  Min.  Gr,  y.  fecunda  Gr.  1  2.  ex¬ 
hibuit.  Eadem  methodo  per  duos  vel  tres  Menles  fub 
ortum  novae  plenaeque  Lun$  ufus  eft,  ne  uno  quidem  cane 
ab  eo  tempore  per  Rabiem  erepto. 

Efec  ubi  percrebuerant  experimenta,  quicquid  a  cane 
rabiofo  vulneratum  eft,  hoc  malo  venienti  Pharmacum 
oppofuimus,  nec  ex  animalibus  fere  bis  centum  quorum 
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Talus  huic  Medicamento  crcdita  eft,  unum  fefellit 
eventus. 

Qua  via  me  ad  hanc  curationis  methodum  ratio  dedux- 
crit,  ft  modo  tanti  lit  paucis  accipe.  Mihi  fpumam 
qua;  animalibus  cujufcunque  generis  aquam  metuentibus 
perpetuo  nafcitur  conftderanti,  natura  (feu  quocunq;  alio 
nomine  caulam,  qua;  quod  humano  nocet  corpori  expellere 
fatagit,  appellare  libeat)  criftn  moliri  viTa  eft, vinci  tamen,  et 
quoniam  Tal  corroftvum  quod  Fauces,  Gulam,  Oefopha- 
gum,  ipfumq;  Ventriculum  inflammans,  Gangrasnam  pene 
tandem  inducit,  faliva  in  qua  innatat,  non  Tatis  diluatur, 
morboimpar  Tuccumbere,  felicius  forTan  bellum  geflura,  ft, 
arte  Tuppetias  ferente,  Lympha  copioftor  provocaretur,  qua 
venenum  diTperfum  &  tenuatum  tuto  facileq;  poftet  effluere. 

Hiftoria,  qua;  Tequitur,  an  hanc  meam  pefiundet  Hypo- 
thefin,  tu  judicabis,  ego  de  conjecturis  parum  Tollicitus 
morbum  hunc  graviflimum,  Taltem  ubi  primum  gradum 
non  excellent,  Mercurio,  live  lalivam  moveat,  live  non 
moveat,  cedere  experientia  compertum  habeo. 

Juvenis  annos  natus  plus  minus  octodecim,  aliquot 
poll  menftbus  quam  hoc  Pharmacum  in  canibus  expertus 
eram,  a  cane  peregrino,  quern  ne  Tomnio  quidem  rabioTum 
putavit,  in  manu  vulneratus  eft,  aridamq;  in  vulnere  cru- 
ftam,  parum  incommodi  Tentiens,  per  Tex  dies  gerebat ; 
jam  vero  inTolita  mceftitia  invadere,  jam  tremores  corri- 
pere,  TomnuTq;  quo  minimo  fruebatur,  crebris  tendinum 
TubTultibus  perturbari.  Hac  animi  corporiTq;  asgritudine 
dum  per  tres  dies  angeretur,  canes  quos  in  pago  plurimos 

eodem 


eodem  tempore  idem  canis  momorderat,  rabiofi  fadti, 
tanta  malorum  feges  a  quo  femine  proveniret  fatis  com- 
monftrarunt.  Juvenis  fe  in  extremo  periculo  verfari  non 
ignarus  ad  pharmacopolam  cui  mea  experimenta  retuleram, 
confugit.  Pharmacopola  unum  e  Bol.  feq.  eadem  nodte 
deglutiendum  dedit. 

ft  Turp.  Min.  Gr.  xij. 

Lap.  Contr.  3j. 

Theriac.  Adrom.  q.  f.  F.  Bol.  No.  3. 

Ea  nodte  paulum  dormivit,  8c  fudavit ;  die  inlequenti 
duas  fedes  habuit  quales  a  pharmacis  purgantibus  fieri  {cl¬ 
ient,  morbo  paulatim  mitefcente  :  alium  e  bolis  iifdem  fe 
cubitum  recepturus  fumpfit,  unde  nodte  longior  fomnus, 
largior  fudor,die  duas  fedes  folutiores,omniaque  fymptomata 
leviora.  Bolo  tertio,  cum  nox  adveniret,  fumpto,  placidas 
dormivit  in  fudores  copiofos  effufus,  mane  fanus,  vegetuf- 
que  furrexit ;  in  frigidam  quotidie  per  dies  quatuordecim 
defcendit,  jamque  8c  mente  integra  8c  corpore  perfruitur. 

In  hac  hiftoria  obfervandum  occurrit  cruftam,  quam  in 
manu,  ficut  dictum  eft,  aridam  habuit,  poft  medecinam 
tertio  fumptam  efcarae  inftar  decidifte,  vulnufque  pure  probe 
codto  per.  dies  aliquot  manafte,  deinde  communi  digeftivo 
lanatum.  . 

_  C  V  0  ^  1  [  •  l, 

En  tibi  experimenta  quaecumque,  poftquam  virus  fevire 
cceperat,  agere  contigit :  reftat  ut  una  atque  altera  hiftoria, 
quibus  plures  nullo  negotio  pofiem  adjicere,  common- 
ftrem  quanta  vi  hoc  remedium  virus  humano  generi  inirni- 
ciflimum  fevire  prohibeat. 
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Puer  annos  habens  fedecim,  una  &  canis,  a  vulpecula  ra- 
biofa  demorfi  funt.  Puer  Turpeth.  Min.  cum  Camphora 
fumens,  anno  jam  integro  exeunte,  valet ;  canem  intra 
diem  decimum  quartum  rabies  interfecit. 

Puellae  annos  quatuordecim  natae  tertio  abhinc  anno  fura 
a  cane  rabiofo  adeo  lacerata  eft,  ut  chirurgo  fedula  naven- 
da  eftet  opera  ne  ex  faevitia  ftmplici  vulneris  gangrena  naf- 
ceretur.  Canes  ingenti  numero  ab  eodem  cane  hora  fere 
eadem  morfum  tulerant;  ei  potenti  hoc  pharmaco  vomitus 
ciebatur,  quod  poftea  tertia  ante  novilunium,  ipfaque  no- 
vilunii  die  fadtum,  eadem  etiam  methodo  a  plenilunio  cau- 
tum  eft;  profpera  jam  nunc  utitur  valetudine  puella,  ca- 
nibus  ad  unum  omnibus  rabie  mortuis. 

Haec  fcribenti  novum  fubnafcitur  exemplum,  ingenti 
cani  venatico  rabioftflimo  Turp.  Min.  Gr.  14.  fummo  bacu- 
lo  impofita  in  ventriculum  adadla  funt,  re  feliciter  adeo 
cedente  ut  eum  craftino  die  viderim  vultu  placido  tran- 
quilloque  efcis  obje&is  fefe  faturantem. 

De  hiftoriis  his  experimentifque,  quae  fumma  fide  con- 
fcripfi,  tuum,  vir  eruditiftime,  efto  judicium,  fed  can- 
didum  benevolumque :  ft  quid  aut  dubium  aut  obfcurum 
putaveris,  id  me  vel  confirmare  vel  illuftrare  paratiflimum 
invenies.  Vale. 

*  To 
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To  Doctor  Boerhaavk. 


I  Flatter  myfelf  that  you,  who  are  continually  endea¬ 
vouring  to  improve  Medicine  by  finding  out  Methods 
of  Cure  for  Diftempers  hitherto  invincible,  will  be  pleafed 
with  an  Account  of  the  Means  by  which  I  have  faved  the 
Lives  of  fome  Animals  that  had  the  Hydrophobia  upon 
them,  and  of  others  that  probably  would  very  foon  have 
fallen  into  it. 

In  February  1732,  I  happened  to  vifit  a  Gentleman 
very  fond  of  Hunting:  A  Madnefs  at  that  Time  raged  in 
his  Kennel,  by  which  he  had  loft  at  leaft  30  Hounds, 
after  they  had  been  dipped  in  the  Sea,  and  had  taken  the 
Pewter  Medicine,  with  many  others  that  are  too  often 
trufted  to  as  Specificks.  He  fhewed  me  two  that  were 
then  mad.  For  the  two  or  three  preceding  Days  their 
Hair  had  flood  eredt  like  Briftles ;  they  carried  their  Tails 
as  it  were  twifted ;  they  barked  with  a  Kind  of  Hoarfenefs ; 
their  Mouths  difcharged  a  great  Deal  of  Froth  ;  they  re- 
fufed  all  Sorts  of  Food,  Specially  Fluids,  and  bit  at  every 
Thing  that  came  near  them,  and  on  every  Occafion  fhewed 
all  the  Signs  of  the  higheft  Degree  of  Madnefs. 

I  advifed  the  Gentleman  to  try  what  Effedt  the  Turpeth 
Mineral  would  have  upon  them ;  upon  which  he  gave  each 
Hound  twelve  Grains  of  that  Medicine  in  the  Evening, 
which  vomited  and  purged  them  gently.  The  next  Evening 

he 
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he  gave  twenty  four  Grains  more  to  each  Hound,  by  which 
the  Difcharge  from  the  Mouth  was  much  increafed. 
The  next  Evening  he  gave  each  forty  eight  Grains, which  vo¬ 
mited,  purged,  and  faiivated  them  very  much ;  but  in  a 
few  Hours  each  Hound  was  fo  far  recovered  as  to  lap  warm 
Milk.  Twenty  four  Hours  after  this  Dofe  one  ot  the  Dogs  had 
twenty  four  Grains  more  given  him,  the  other  none.  The 
Dog  that  took  this  laft  Dofe  faiivated  extremely,  lay  upon 
the  Ground  in  great  Agonies,  and  had  all  the  Symptoms 
of  a  Ptyalifm  railed  too  haftily  ;  but  got  through  it  and  re¬ 
covered  ;  the  other  relapfed  and  died. 

This  Method  was  afterwards  tried  upon  two  Dogs  more 
under  the  fame  Circumftances  with  Suceefs. 

To  the  Reft  of  the  Pack,  by  Way  of  Prevention,  he  gave 
leven  Grains  each  for  the  firft  Dofe,  twelve  for  the  fecond 
Dofe  at  twenty  fours  Hours  Diftance,  and  repeated  it  every 
Day  for  fome  little  Time,  and  again  at  each  Full  and  New 
Moon  for  two  or  three  Months,  and  loft  not  one  Hound 
afterwards.  .  y 

This  Succefs  encouraged  me  and  my  Friends  to  give 
Turpeth  Mineral  to  as  many  Dogs,  and  other  Animals 
that  had  been  bit  by  mad  Dogs,  as  we  could  meet  with ;  and 
it  has  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  not  one  Animal  out  of  fome 
hundreds  that  took  it,  has  gone  mad. 

The  Reafons  which  induced  me  to  try  the  Effects  of 
Mercury  in  this  Diftemper  were  thefe.  When  I  conlidered 
the  Foam  which  is  difcharged  in  large  Quantities  from  the 
Mouths  of  Animals  labouring  under  an  Hydrophobia,  which 
■  1  Foam 
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Foam  which  Teems  to  be  replete  with  the  Poifon,  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  that  Nature, (or  whatever  it  is  which  endeavours 
to  expel  out  of  the  Body  what  is  offenfive  to  the  Animal 
Oeconomy,)was  attempting  a  Criiis  by  the  Salivary  Glands, 
but  failed  of  that  falutary  End,  becaufe  the  extreamly  corro- 
five  Salts  inflaming  the  Fauces,  Oefophagus,  and  Stomach, 
produced  a  Gangrene  before  it  could  be  accomplifhed.  It 
feemed  therefore  reafonable  to  believe  that  this  Poifon 
might  pafs  oft'  without  Mifchief,  provided  it  was  di¬ 
luted  with  a  greater  Quantity  of  Saliva,  which  Mercury 
leldom  fails  to  throw  upon  the  Glands  of  the  Fauces,  gcc. 

I  fhall  be  in  no  Concern  whether  you  think  the  follow¬ 
ing  Hiftory  overturns  this  Hypothefts ;  being  however  con¬ 
vinced  by  Experience,  that  Mercury,  whether  it  falivates 
or  not,  will  certainly  cure  this  terrible  Diftemper. 

A  young  Man  about  eighteen,  fome  few  Months  after  I 
had  made  thefe  Experiments  on  Dogs,  was  bit  in  the  Hand 
by  a  ftrangeDog  which  he  never  fufpedted  to  be  mad.  The 
Wound  was  covered  by  a  dry  Scab,  which  was  no  great  In¬ 
convenience  to  him.  Some  few  Days  after  he  began  to 
be  very  melancholy  and  dejected,  had  Tremors  fre¬ 
quently,  and  but  little  Sleep,  and  that  difturbed  frequently 
by  convulftve  Twitchings  of  the  Tendons.  About  the 
Sixth  Day  feveral  Dogs  that  had  been  bit  in  the  Village  at 
the  lame  Time  by  the  lame  Dog  ran  mad,  and  Ihewed 
him  plainly  the  Caufe  of  all  his  Dilbrders.  Upon  this  he 
applyed  to  a  neighbouring  Apothecary  to  whom  I  had  re- 
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lated  my  Experiments,  who  vomited  him  with  Vin. 
Benedict.  *ij  and  then  gave  him  as  follows  viz.  r,  Turpeth. 
Min.gr.  xii.Lap.  Contrayerv.  3J  Ther.  Androm.  q.f  F.B0I.3. 

He  took  one  of  thefe  Bolufles  at  Night,  drinking  after  it 
four  Spoonfuls  of  a  Julep.  That  Night  he  flept  better,  and 
fweatpretty  much.The  next  Day  he  had  two  loofe  Stools, and 
found  himfelf  better.  The  next  Night  he  took  another  Bolus: 
He  flept  more,  and  his  Sweats  were  more  copious.  The  next 
Day  he  had  again  two  loofe  Stools ;  and  upon  this  all  the 
Symptoms  were  much  abated.  The  third  Night  he  took 
another  Bolus  as  before  :  He  flept  all  Night  very  quietly, 
and  fweat  very  profufely ;  in  the  Morning  he  found  him- 
felf  very  eafy.  He  then  made  Ufe  of  the  Cold  Bath  for 
fome  Time,  and  perfectly  recovered. 

It’s  obfervable  that  after  taking  thefe  three  Bolufles,  the 
Scab  on  his  Hand  dropped  off  like  an  Efchar  ;  the  Wound 
ran  a  thick  digefted  Matter,  and  eaflly  healed. 

Thefe  are  all  the  Experiments  I  have  had  an  Opportunity 
of  making,  after  the  Poifon  had  fhewn  itfelf  by  its  Effects. 
It  remains  that  I  give  you  a  few  Inftances  of  the  Suc- 
cels  of  Mercury  as  a  Prefervative. 

A  Boy  about  feventeen,  and  a  Dog,  were  bit  at  the  fame 
Hour  by  a  mad  Fox,  which  lafl:  had  fbmeTime  before  been 
bit  by  a  mad  Dog.  The  Boy  for  fome  little  Time  took 
Turpeth  Mineral  and  Camphire  as  an  Alterative,  and  re¬ 
mains  well.  The  Dog  died  mad  in  ten  Days. 

A  Girl  about  fourteen  had  the  Calf  of  her  Leg  fo  torn  by 
the  Bite  of  a  mad  Dog,  that  the  Surgeon  with  Difficulty 

prevented 
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prevented  a  Mortification.  A  great  many  Dog0)  were  bit 
at  the  fame  Time  by  the  fame  Dog.  She  took  a  Vomit  of 
Turpeth  Mineral,  which  was  repeated  three  Days  before 
the  next  New  Moon,  alfo  the  very  Day  of  the  New  Moon. 
The  Girl  is  perfedly  well,  and  all  the  Dogs  ran  mad. 

Whilft  I  am  writing  this,  another  Inftance  occurs  which 
confirms  the  Efficacy  of  Mercury.  A  very  large  Hound 
that  had  been  bic  by  a  mad  Dog  ran  raving  mad.  Four¬ 
teen  Grains  of  the  Turpeth,  made  up  with  Butter,  were 
thruft  down  his  Throat  by  means  of  a  thin  hazel  Stick. 
The  next  Day  I  faw  him  eat  heartily,  and  he  then  feemed 
to  have  no  Diforder.* 

I  don’t  doubt,  Sir,  but  you  will  judge  of  thefe  Hiftories 
and  Experiments,  with  that  Candour  and  Benevolence 
which  conftitutes  the  moft  valuable  Part  of  your  Character. 
I  fhall  at  all  Times  be  ready  to  clear  any  Thing  relating  to 
them,  that  may  feem  dubious  or  obfcure, 

I  am ,  Sir,  &c. 

R.  J  A  M  E  S. 

As  thefe  Fads  are  too  important  to  be  left  depending 
entirely  upon  my  own  Credit,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
p'ubliffi  the  following  Letters,  now  lying  before  me,  of 
which  the  Gentlemen  who  wrote  them  will,  at  any  Time, 
be  ready  to  atteft  the  Truth. 

*  This  Cafe  was  very  remarkable.  On  Monday  he  went  mad  ;  on  Tuefday  I  faw  him 
eat ;  the  Turpeth  was  repeated  that  Day,  and  the  next;  On  Thurfday  he  was  unchained, 
and  on  Friday  he  went  a  hunting. 

Dear 
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Hints,  Sunday  Noon,  May  25th  1736. 

Dear  Sir , 

I  A  M  forry  you  had  not  the  Account  I  promifed  you 
fooner,  which  was  entirely  owing  to  a  Multitude  of  Com¬ 
pany,  and  not  to  any  Difrefped.  The  Quantity  I  gave  the 
Hound  that  was  mad  and  recovered,  was  firft,  1 2  Grains  of 
the  Turpeth  Mineral,  refting  24  Hours :  The  Second  Dole, 
was  24  Grains:  The  third  Dofe  was  48  Grains  repeated  at 
the  fame  Diftance  of  Time  as  before. 

The  *Dog  that  died,  was  loft,  I  apprehend,  for  want  of 
the  fame  Quantity  that  was  given  to  that  which  recovered  ; 
having  only  the  Quantity  of  1 2  Grains  for  the  firft  Do fe,f 
24  for  the  fecond,  and  24  for  the  third  ;  all  at  the  Dif-, 
tance  of  24  Hours  from  each  other. 

The  Dogs  that  were  not  actually  mad,  had  firft  7 
Grains ;  for  the  fecond  Dofe  1 2,  and  a  Repetition  of  1  % 
given  every  other  Day ;  and  the  fame  Quantity  was  given 
the  two  or  three  fucceeding  Fulls  and  Changes  of  the  Moon. 

I  am ,  clear  Sir , 

.  «  N  a 

Tour  mofl  Humble  Servant , 

J.  Plover. 

*  The  Dogs  Mr.  Flayer  mentions  were  large  Fox-Hounds. 

■f  The  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  the  Turpeth  given  the  Dogs  that  were  mad,  as 
related  in  the  Philofephical  Tranfattions ,  and  in  the  Letter  to  Dr.  Boerhaave ,  differs  from 
thofe  mentioned  in  Mr.  Floyer’s  Letter :  I  remember  that  I  took  the  Account  from  him  a 
few  Days  after  the  Medicine  had  been  given  the  Dogsj  but  as  Mr.  Flayer  is  pofitive  as  to 
the  Quantities,  it  is  likely  I  made  fome  Miftake.  .  . 

There  are  fome  other  Errors  in  theLetter  to  Dr.  Boerbawe,  but  none  very  important. 

Sir, 


C  '3  3 


Burton,  May  iotb,  1735. 

Sib, 

I[H  AVE  only  two  Experiments  to  give  you  of  Turpeth 
Mineral  on  human  Bodies.  The  firft  was  on  a  Girl  near 
2  Years  ago,  aged  about  13  or  14  Years.  I  gave  her  a 
Dofe  immediately,  which  vomited  5  or  6  Times,  and  gave  a 
few  gentle  Stools.  Afterwards,  at  three  Days  before  the  next 
Change  of  the  Moon,  I  repeated  the  fame  Medicine,  and 
likewife  gave  another  Dofe  upon  the  very  Day  of  the 
Moon’s  Changing.  I  obferved  the  fame  Method  with  her 
at  the  next  Full  Moon.  The  other  was  a  Boy  about  ten 
Year’s  old  laft  November,  who  had  four  Holes  bit  in  the 
Calf  of  his  Leg.  I  obferved  the  lame  Method  with  him, 
but  was  obliged  to  drefs  the  Wound  with  Digeftives ;  laying 
a  Cataplafm  of  Mithridate,  upon  it :  I  have  given  the  iame 
Medicine  to  30  Dogs  at  lead,  none  of  which  ran  mad, 
when  other  Dogs  bit  at  the  fame  Time  died.  This  is  all 
I  have  Time  to  write  at  prefent,  being  in  a  great  Hurry, 

V'l  ^  ‘  l  i  \  ^  *  t  1 1  •  '  I  *  J  \  \  iVi\  ’  \  V-  x  I  >\ 

J  am  your  mojl  obedient, 

humble  Servant , 

Tho.  Toundrow. 

The  Cafe  of  the  Boy,  mentioned  in  this  Letter,  is  re¬ 
lated  in  the  Philofophical  Tran  factions,  but  omitted  in  the 
Letter  to  Dr.  Boerhaave. 

'  Sir, 


V 


E 


C  H  1 


S  I  R, 


Burton,  May  n ,  1735, 


I  WAS  prevented  anfwering  your  laft  Letter  by  a  Call  out 
of  Town  ;  fo  gave  Directions  to  Will.  Cotton  to  inform 
you  of  the  Names  of  the  Perfons  upon  whom  the  Experi¬ 
ments  were  made,  and  the  Places  of  their  Abode.  I  can¬ 
not  recolleCt  that  I  ever  gave  the  Turpeth  to  any  Quadrupe- 
des,  but  Dogs.  A  Perfon  once  applied  to  me  about  a  Horfe, 
but  I  find  the  Medicine  was  not  given.  We  have  had 
lately  fomeDogs  bit.  I  have  heard  of  nine,  three  of 
which  were  treated  after  the  Method  mentioned  in  my 
laft,  all  of  which  remain  well.  Three  of  the  other  Dogs 
ran  away  mad  laft  Week.  I  have  never  yet  had  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  trying  the  Turpeth  upon  any  thing  which 
had  the  Symptoms  of  Madnefs :  When  one  of  that  Kind 
offers,  I  fhall  communicate  the  EffeCt  of  it  in  that  Cale. 

*  *  *  >  -v  -  '  ~\  ■  «  t  V  . 

S  t  t  >.  '  \  J  J 

I  am ,  Sir,  , 

\  *  ( 

your  mojl  obedient  humble  Servant , 

Tho.  Toundrow. 


Sir,  ...  ,  ,, 

>  *  •  •  -  >  j  --  *  •'  —  ^  i'  A 

MY  Mafter  being  obliged  to  go  from  home,  ordered 
me  to  give  you  an  Account  of  the  People  to  whom 
he  hath  given  the  Turpeth  Mineral.  One  of  them  was  Ann 
Bagnell  of  Branjlon :  The  other  was  a  Boy  of  John 

Cowpers, 


1 
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Cowpers  of  Stephen-Hill  in  the  County  of  Derby ;  and  they 
remain  quite  free  from  the  leaft  Symptoms  of  a  Mania . 
He  never  gave  it  to  any  other  Animals  but  Dogs.  We 
have  daily  Inftances  of  the  good  Succefs  this  Operation 
hath  with  them.  There  were  feveral  which  were  bit  the 
other  Day :  Thofe  which  we  gave  the  Medicine  to,  ftand 
fecure,  and  the  reft  are  quite  gone  mad.  He  fent  it  to  a 
Perfon  who  had  twoHorfes  bit;  but  they  finding  no  Wound, 
did  not  give  it  them.  If  you  pleafe,  my  Mafter  perhaps 
will  give  you  a  more  intelligible  Account  the  next  Poll.  I 
beg  leave  to  fubfcribe  myfelf, 


Sir ,  you  mo  ft  obedient 

humble  Servant , 

Burton >  "May  1 9  •735- 

Will.  Cotton. 

Sir, 

r  • 

#■  ’ 

TH  E  Youth  that  was  bit,  was  about  eighteen  Years 
of  Age  :  It  was  the  fixth  Day  before  he  came  to 
me ;  he  had  little  Sleep  from  the  Time  he  was  bit,  was 
very  low-lpirited,  attended  with  Tremors.  I  immediately 
gave  him  as  follows  : 

R  Vin.  Benedict.  §ij. 

Turpeth  Mineral  Gr.  xij.  Lap.  Contrayerv.  3j. 

Ther.  Androm.  q.  f.  F.  Bol.  No.  3. 
ft  Aq.  Rutae  ^vj.  Ther.  ^ij.  Elix.  Camph.  Gut.  50. 
Syr.  Paeon,  c.  ^ifs.  Tinct.  Caftor.  3ij. 
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I  afterwards  cold  bathed  him  for  five  Mornings.  The 
Bite  was  on  the  Back  of  the  Hand  :  It  was  when  he  came 
to  me  of  a  dry  Scab  :  The  fourth  Day  after  Bathing  the 
Wound  run  a  thick  digefted  Matter,  which  flung  off  the 
Scab  like  an  Efchar.  The  Youth  was  a  Servant  to  Mr. 
Vernon  of  Aujlry.  The  Cure  has  been  much  fpread 
abroad  :  Two  of  my  Bufinefs  have  been  very  buly  to  know 
what  it  was  I  gave  him.  '  ■  ' 

y  f  **  >  -  *  , 

n.M  f\r*  **  c  >'■  r  '  't  /■>  f  a  f  f  1  f  ft  -*  if  \  /  !f) 

t.  \  *  f  *  *  i  «*’  -i  r  ^  V 

I  arn^  Sir , 

Tour  moft  obedient  Servant , 

Tamworth ,  April  9.  27 35.  .  .  ,  . 

Ri  Wilson. 

P.  The  Vomit  brought  a  large  Quantity  of  flimy 
Matter  up  ;  alio  gave  three  loole  Stools.  He  fweat  much 
that  Night.  He  took  every  Night  afterwards  one  of  the 
Boluffes,  and  four  Spoonfuls  of  the  Julep,  which  made 
him  fweat  very  much  :  His  Spirits  were  much  better  :  He 
had  two  loofe  Stools  every  Day.  Three  Days  after  he  had 
finilhed  the  Boluffes,  he  began  to  bathe,  which  he  thought 
gave  him  frefh  Life.  He  took,  as  long  as  the  Julep  held 
out,  four  Spoonfuls  at  Bed-time  :  He  flept  better  than 
ufual.  I  order’d  him  to  abftain  from  fait  Meat  and  fpiri- 
tuous  Liquors, but  to  live  on  Puddings,  and  fuch-like  Diet, 
for  a  Month.  He  is  perfectly  recover’d,  and  continues  very 
well.  The  Misfortune  happen’d  in  December. 

/  r  ^  '  "'Vi  ^  r  )  --  f  ■*  *  --y  f  l*  1  i  •f  |  i  J 

I  HAVE  been  concerned  my felf  in  a  great  man  y  Cafes, 
which  abundantly  confirm  the  good  Effects  of  Mercury, 

both 
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both  as  a  Prefervative,  and  a  Cure,  among  which  the  two 
following  feem  remarkable. 

About  thirteen  Months  ago,  a  Neighbour’s  Dog  came 
into  my  Houfe,  and  very  much  worried  a  middle-lized 
Spaniel  Bitch,  which  I  have  now  with  me,  making  many 
Wounds  in  feveral  Parts  of  her.  Immediately  before  and 
after,  he  worried  leveral  other  Dogs  in  the  Neighbourhood. 
As  he  was  a  Dog  of  Value,  his  Mailer’s  Servants  caught 
him  and  chained  him  up.  The  next  Morning,  upon  a 
full  Conviction  of  his  being  mad,  he  was  Ihot.  My 
Spaniel  had  immediately  all  his  Wounds  drelfed  with  a 
mercurial  Ointment,  and  took  every  Day,  for  a  Fortnight, 
Turpeth  Mineral  in  fmall  Dofes,  by  Way  of  Alterative. 
After  that  I  had  her  dipt  every  Day  over  Head  in  cold  Wa¬ 
ter.  She  is  now  alive. 

As  fome  of  the  other  Dogs  were  much  valued,  the 
Pewter  Medicine  was  given  them,  and  other  Things  com¬ 
monly  prefcribed  on  this  Occalion ;  but  in  about  a  Fort¬ 
night  they  moft  of  them  ran  mad,  and  the  reft  were  fhot 
or  hanged,  to  prevent  further  Milchief. 

The  other  Cafe  is  that  of  a  young  Lady,  about  live  Years 
old,  in  JV arwickjhire.  A  large  Irifl)  Wolf  Dog,  about  two 
Years  ago,  running  mad,  met  her  in  a  Palfage,  threw 
her  upon  her  Face,  and  flood  over  her,  endeavouring 
to  worry  her,  till  the  Servants  came  and  releafed  her. 
Very  fortunately  he  had  a  Garland  faftened  to  a  Collar 
about  his  Neck,  which  probably  hindred  him  from  killing 
her.  A  Garland  is  a  Thing  well  known  to  the  Sportfmen, 

F  confifting 
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eonfifting of  twoHoops  croffing  each  other, and  which  hanging 
before  a  Dog’s  Fore  Legs,  prevents  him  from  running  after 
Sheep,  or  being  otherwife  mifchievous.  The  Dog  was  im¬ 
mediately  tied  up  in  a  Stable,  and  a  Meflenger  difpatched 
to  me.  As  I  was  twelve  Miles  from  the  Gentleman’s  Houfe,  it 
was  fix  or  eight  Hours  before  I  could  come.  When  I  ar¬ 
rived,  I  found  the  Dog  raging  mad,  arid  he  was  immediate¬ 
ly  after  fhot  to  prevent  Mifchief.  I  was  informed  the  young 
Lady’s  Cap  had  been  pulled  off,  her  Hair  very  much  difor- 
dered,  and  faw  fome  Scratches  on  the  Head,  which  however 
might  be  from  fome  other  Caufe.  I  directed  for  herTurpeth 
Mineral  in  fmall  Quantities, loaded  withCamphire, which  dis¬ 
ordering  her  very  much,  I  was  obliged  to  change  it  for  fome 
Pills  made  with  crude  Mercury,  divided  with  Turpentine 
and  Pil.  Ruff.  After  this  fhe  made  Ufe  of  the  Cold' Bath 
for  fome  Time,  and  continues  perfectly  well. 

About  three  Years  ago,  Mr.  John  Douglas ,  Surgeon  in 
D owning- Street,  a  Gentleman  well  known  to  the  learned 
World  for  fome  laudable  Attempts  to  improve  his  Profef- 
fion,  font  me  a  Letter,  and  in  it  enclofed  a  printed  Half- 
Sheet,  containing  Inftructions  for  the  Prevention  and  Cure  of 
the  Hydrophobia.  In  this  Paper  he  quotes  Default ,  an 
Author  whom  I  at  that  Time  had  never  foen  nor  heard  of. 

I  therefore  requefted  Mr.  Douglas  to  fond  me  the  Author, 
which  he  was  fo  obliging  as  to  do,  fome  few  Months  after. 

As  the  Method  which  Default  propofes,  and  the  Cafes 
which  he  gives,  ftrorigly  confirm  the  Efficacy  of  Mercury,  it 
will  be  ufeful  to  tranfcribe  a  Part  of  what  he  fays  upon 
■  .  :'L  $  "■  *  *  this 
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this  Subject,  omitting  his  Theory,  and  whatever  elfe  may 
feem  as  little  material. 

“  *  When  a  Perfon  comes  to  me  immediately  after  the 
u  Bite  of  a  mad  Creature,  I  fend  him  to  bathe  in  the  Sea, 
“  altho’  I  have  no  Dependance  upon  its  Efficacy,  on 
<£  Account  of  the  lad  Examples  we  have  feen  of  it  this 
u  Year,  as  was  faid  above.  Neverthelefs  as  it  is  authorized 
“  by  the  Opinion  of  the  Publick,  to  omit  it  would  be 
“  flying  in  the  Face  of  a  general  Prejudice ;  and  it  is  at 
“  lead:  of  fome  Advantage,  fo  far  as  it  calms  a  little  the 
“  Patient’s  Mind,  who  meafures  his  Confidence  by  the 
“  great  Number  of  Medicines  he  ufes  to  fecure  himfelf, 
“  and  the  Bath  abates  in  fome  Degree  the  great  Fear 
“  which  worries  him  Day  and  Night.  I  have  oblerved 
“  their  Apprehenfion  increafes  as  they  come  nearer  the 
“  40th  Day  ;  like  thofe  Lawyers  who  never  fear  the  Event 
“  of  their  Caufe  but  in  Proportion  as  they  draw  near  the 
“  Day  of  Sentence. 

“  Secondly,  immediately  after  his  Return,  I  make  him 
“  take  P almarius  Powder,  to  which  1  have  added  the  Co- 
“  rallina ,  an  excellent  Authelmintic.  We  ffiould  be  guilty 
“  of  Ingratitude  to  our  Predeceflors  in  Phyfick,  if  we  neg- 
«  ledted  thofe  Remedies  which  they  have  tranfmitted  to 
<c  Pofterity ;  and  if  the  Notions  which  I  propofe  are  juft 
“  and  true,  we  are  much  obliged  to  the  Antients  for  them; 
«  fince  they  are  only  Confequences  drawn  from  their  Ob- 
“  fervations,  and  the  Succefs  of  their  Medicines,  and  this 

*  This  Quotation  from  Default  is  tranfcribed  from  the  Engl'ijb  Tranflation, 

“  which 
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«  which  I  propofe  has  occurred  to  me  from  the  Analogy 
«  of  their  Precepts  and  Do&rine. 

«  I  therefore  order  one  Dram  of  P  almarius  %  Powder  in 
“  white  Wine  every  Morning,  and  Perfons  of  the  fair  Sex, 
“  who  cannot  bear  Wine,  take  it  in  a  Draught  of  warm  Water. 

“  In  this  Method  I  continue  3  o  Days  with  thole  who 
“  have  been  bit  in  an  uncovered  Place,  or  have  received 
“  fome  conliderable  Wound  by  the  Bite  ;  but  to  thole  who 
“  have  been  bit  in  a  Place  that  was  covered,  and  had 
“  only  a  few  Holes  made  with  the  Teeth,  I  give  the  Powder 
“  20  Days. . 

“  Thirdly,  from  the  firft  Day  of  ufing  the  Powder,  I 
«  make  them  adminifter  a  Friction  of  one  or  two  Drams 
«  of  Ointment  upon  the  Wound  and  neighbouring  Parts, 
“  and  lpread  the  Ointment  all  over  the  Part  that  was 
tc  wounded. 

“  The  Remedy  which  I  have  tried  with  conftant  Suc- 
“  cels,  and  which  I  propofe  to  prevent,  and  cure  the  Hy- 
“  drophobia,  is  the  Neapolitan  Ointment,  made  of  one 
“  third  Part  of  Mercury  revived  from  Cinnabar,  one  third 
“  Part  of  human  Fat,  and  as  much  of  Hogs  Lard. 

“  This  Ointment  fhould  be  rubbed  upon  the  Wound, 
“  and  round  about,  one  or  two  Drams  at  a  Time,  by  In- 
“  tervals,  or  fuccelllvely,  as  may  be  feen  more  at  large 
“  from  the  Obfervations  at  the  End  of  this  DilTertation. 

“  I  think  I  am  the  firft  who  made  this  Trial,  and  have 
“  no  Reafon  to  repent  it,  lince  all  thofe  who  have  fol- 
“  lowed  this  Procefs  have  been  preferved  from  the  Hy- 
«  drophobia.  “  The 
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<c  The  Friction  is  repeated  every  other  Day  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  ;  and  after  the  third  Time  every  third  Day  ; 
after  the  fixth  every  fourth,  till  two  or  three  Ounces  of 
Ointment  have  been  ufed,  the  Quantity  of  which  ought 
to  be  proportioned  to  the  Strength,  Age,  Temperament, 
Sex,  Bite,  &c. 

“  But  when  the  Patient  comes  to  me  feveral  Days  after 
the  Bite,  for  Fear  of  Accident,  to  prevent  the  Rabies, 
I  order  him  to  make  the  Frictions  every  Day  four  or  five 
Tixnes,  and  to  increafe  the  Dofe  of  the  Powder;  after¬ 
wards  I  leave  a  Day  or  two  between,  to  avoid  a  Salivation, 
which  might  enfue  from  the  daily  Ufe  of  the  Oint¬ 
ment,  tho’  applied  only  to  a  iingle  Part. 

“  I  have  often  thought,  that  if  the  Mercury  fhould  oc- 
cafion  fome  flight  Ptyalifm,  in  this  Cafe  it  could  not  but 
produce  a  good  Effedt ;  for  the  Poifon  of  the  Rabies 
flicks  to  the  Saliva  as  above,  and  as  Mercury  naturally 
tends  towards  the  Mouth,  as  daily  Experience  evinces. 
Is  it  to  be  doubted  that  the  fovereign  Antidote  of  fo 
many  contagious  Poifons  fhould  deftroy  alfo  that  of 
the  Hydrophobia,  which  it  runs  as  it  were  like  a  Fer¬ 
ret  to  attack  in  its  Retrenchment  ? 

“  Fourthly,  let  the  Patient  apply  all  thofe  trifling  Reme¬ 
dies  he  is  advifed  to,  as  wearing  of  Amulets  about  his 
Neck,  &c.  provided  they  do’nt  weaken  or  deftroy  the 
Virtue  of  my  Powder,  and  Ointment.  I  infinitely  ap¬ 
prove  Devotions  and  Vows,  and  1  am  of  Opinion  that 
his  Prayers,  thofe  of  his  Friends,  and  of  devout  and 

G  “  pious 
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“  pious  Perfons,  procure  a  happy  Succefs  to  the  Remedies ; 
“  thefe  Means  ferve  at  leaft  to  quiet  the  Patient’s  Mind, who 
“  hands  in  great  Need  of  it. 

“  Fifthly,  I  let  him  keep  to  his  ufual  Meals,  forbidding 
“  him  all  Excefies ;  for  Experience  proves  that .  they  in- 
“  creafe  all  the  other  contagious  Diftempers.  I  let  him 
“  drink  Wine  with  Moderation,  which  has  a  Virtue 
«  of  making  People  bold,  and  in  this  prefent  Cafe  it  di- 
“  minifhes  at  leaft;  that  terrible  Fear  which  torments  them 
“  Night  and  Day.  I  take  Care  that  they  be  not  left  alone, 
“  and  deftre  their  Relations  and  Friends  to  keep  them 
“  Company,  forbidding  them  to  mention  Madnels  to  them, 
«  or  mad  Creatures.  I  have  even  advifed  fome  to  the 
“  Concert  in  this  Town,  and  they  have  owned  to  me  that 
“  Muftck  fufpended,  at  leaft  as  long  as  it  lafted,  their  Hor- 
“  ror,  and  Sadnefs.  But  you  may  read  a  more  circum- 
“  ftantial  Account  of  this  Method  in  the  following  Ob- 
*c  fervations. 

FIRST  CASE. 

«  A  Gentlewoman  of  this  City  going  to  Mendoc ,  found 
“  /  upon  the  Road  a  little  ftray  Dog,  which  run  this 

“  Way  and  that  Way,  fitting  afterwards  down:  His  Tail  was 
“  between  his  Legs,  and  his  Tongue  hung  out  of  his  Mouth. 
“  The  Dog  followed  the  Chariot  fhe  was  in  with  Part  of 
“  her  Family.  As  foon  as  he  faw  fome  Shepherds  Dogs, 
“  he  purfued  them,  and  made  them  run  away,  altho’ 
“  much  bigger  than  himfelf ;  moreover  he  run  into  every 
M  Houfe  upon  the  Road,  and  fet  upon  the  Dogs,  ftrong  or 
'  ’  -  weak, 
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weak,  with  a  Superiority  of  Courage  and  Strength,  which 
pleafed  the  Lady,  who  thought  fhe  had  been  lucky 
in  finding  a  good  Houfe  Dog.  Her  Cowherd  came 
down  to  catch  him,  prefenting  him  a  Piece  of  Meat,  he 
had  left  of  his  Breakfaft.  The  Dog  refufes  it,  but  bites 
him  in  the  Hand.  He  then  judged  him  to  be  mad, 
told  his  Lady  of  it,  and  wanted  to  kill  him.  She,  who, 
among  many  other  fine  Qualifications,  is  of  a  humane 
Dilpofition,  oppofed  the  Cowherd’s  Cruelty,  and  ordered 
“  him  to  let  him  follow  her.  The  Dog  was  hardly  come 
“  into  the  Houfe  but  he  bit  one  of  her  Children,  and  at 
“  that  Inftant  herfelf  alfo  in  the  Hand  above  the  little 
“  Finger,  and  held  fo  fall,  that  notwithstanding  fhe  en- 
“  deavoured  to  get  loofe  her  Hand,  lifting  the  Dog  up 
“  from  the  Ground,  and  fhaking  him  with  all  her  Might, 
<c  and  altho’  they  ftruck  him  with  great  Sticks,  he  did  not 
u  quit  his  Hold  till  the  whole  Part  he  had  feized  was  tore 
u  with  his  Teeth,  which  made  a  considerable  Wound  in 
u  her  Hand. 

u  They  found  too  late  that  the  Dog  was  mad,  and  then 
u  he  was  killed. 

cc  The  Lady  went  to  the  Sea,  altho’  the  Weather  was 
a  pretty  cold.  After  fhe  had  bathed,  fhe  eat  the  Pancake 
a  in  which  they  had  put  calcined  Oyfter  Shells  ;  but  her 
a  Mind  was  not  eafy.  Terrified  by  the  fatal  and  frequent 
“  Examples  which  were  before  her  Eyes  in  her  Country, 

“  fhe  affe&s  Solitude,  her  Sleep  is  interrupted  by  terrible 
Dreams,  and  her  Mind  is  filled  with  unufual  Ideas,  and 
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u  her  Fear  ;went  fo  far  as  to  think  herielf  upon  the  Brink 
“  of  Madnefs.  She  often  asked  forWater,  to  try  whether  die 
u  had  any  Abhorrence  of  it. 

u  I  was  fent  for  to  viiit  her  at  Mendoc :  Altho’  it  was 
ci  feveral  Days  after  Are  had  been  bit,  the  Wound  was  not 
u  cicatriced,  but  appeared  of  a  livid  Colour.  <  '  .■  j 

u  I  began  with  chearing  up  her  Mind  as  much  as  pof- 
u  Able :  I  reprefented  to  her  the  Infallibility  of  my 
u  Method,  the  Certainty  of  my  Experiments,  and  that 
L  c  they  never  had  been  followed  by  any  bad  Confequences. 

u  I  made  her  takeP  a/marius's  Powder,  and  rub  theWound 
u  and  the  Hand  every  Day  with  half  a  Dram  of  Oint- 
(i  ment.  I  perfuaded  her  to  go  abroad,  to  fee  Company 
“  at  home,  and  elfewhere,  and  to  go  to  the  Concert  in 
u  this  City  :  By  this  Means  fhe  is  perfedly  recovered  of 
u  her  Fright,  fecured  from  the  Diftemper,  and  enjoys  a 
u  good  State  of  Health. 

SECOND  CASE. 

u  A  M  A  D  Wolf  went  and  attacked  before  Day  two  Dogs 
a  J~  \  of  one  Pey  Dumenien  of  the  Parifh  of  Soufans  at 
“  Mendoc ,  the  Farm  belonging  to  M.  de  Latour  Demons. 

“  He  begins  with  killing  the  Dog  which  was  able  to  make 
“  the  greateft  Refiftance.  The  Bitch  was  afterwards 
“  moft  cruelly  tore  and  almoft  killed.  This  Scene  did 
“  not  pafs  without  a  great  deal  of  Noife  on  the 
“  Part  of  the  Dogs.  Pey  Dumenien  awakes,  opens  his 
“  Door  in  his  Shirt,  and  runs  to  help  his  Dogs :  The  Wolf 
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“  jumps  upon  him,  and  bites  him  in  both  his  Hands,  and 
“  his  Arm.  His  Son,  called  Conjiot,  allb  gets  up  in  his 
“  Shirt,  and  runs  to  help  his  Father,  with  a  Rake  in  his 
“  Hand.  The  Wolf  lets  go  his  Hold,  and  falls  upon  the 
“  Son,  whom  he  bites  feverely  in  the  Arm  ;  the  Father 
“  in  his  Turn,  although  wounded,  comes  tofuccour  his  Son. 
«  The  Wolf  runs  away,  and  meets  a  Neighbour  who  was 
“  got  up,  named  Jean  Guirard ;  the  Wolf  alfo  bites  him  in 
“  his  Arm  ;  making  three  or  four  conliderable  Wounds, 
“  befides  feveral  little  ones.  This  laft  Man  feized  the 

Wolf  by  one  of  his  Hind  Legs,  and  made  him  quit  his 
“  Hold.  The  Animal  continues  his  Tour,  and  meets 
“  with  a  Shepherd  of  Mons  Brethonneau,  called  Criq ; 
“  whom  he  bites.  At  laft  the  Wolf  was  killed. 

«  Here  are  four  Men  bit  by  the  fame  Wolf,  the  fame 
«  Day,  and  the  fame  Hour  ;  they  all  four  go  to  the  Sea, 
“  to  bathe,  and  come  back  pretty  well  allured  of  their 
“  Cure. 

“  Some  Days  after  Pey  Duminieu  feels  a  numbed  Pain 
«  about  his  Scars,  which  grew  hard,  and  rofe  like  Imbroide- 
«  ry.  He  was  very  much  affrighted ;  theycomfort  him,attri- 
«  buting  it  to  the  great  Cold  of  the  Winter  1731.  How- 
“  ever,  a  little  while  after  he  is  feized  with  all  the  Symp- 
«  toms  of  Madnefs,  as  well  as  Criq  ;  they  both  died  mad. 

“  Domeftick  Examples  ftrike  and  intimidate  commonly 
“  more  than  diftant  ones.  Confiot  Dumenieu  having  feen 
“  his  Father  perifh,  expects  the  fame  Fate,  the  rather 
«  fince  he  begins  to  perceive  Pain  in  his  Cicatrices,  and 
::  H  <c  a 
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“  a  Swelling  with  Hardnefs.  Jean  Guirard,  his  Compa- 
“  nion,  is  in  the  fame  Cafe :  Monfieur  Jon  tardy  Mer- 
“  chant  of  CaftlenaUy  a  very  honeft  Man,  and  my  parti- 
“  cular  Friend,  fends  them  to  me  without  Delay.  I  ex- 
“  amined  their  Cicatrices,  and  wonder’d  that  the  Wolf’s 
“  Teeth  could  have  made  fuch  large  Wounds.  The  Parts 
“  where  hard  and  fwelled,  and  1  doubted  not  but  Madnefs 
“  was  near  at  hand,  if  fome  Remedy  was  not  applied  im~ 
“  mediately  ;  the  other  two  unfortunate  Perfons  having 
<c  died  one  or  two  Days  before. 

“  I  made  them  prefently  rub  in  one  Dram  and  a  half 
“  of  mercurial  Ointment,  which  I  made  them  fpread  upon- 
<c  the  Cicatrices,  and  about  the  whole  Arm,  which  was 
“  repeated  three  Days  fucceflively.  I  thought  the  Cafe 
“  too  prefling  to  allow  of  any  Interval.  After  the  three  firft 
“  Days, I  made  them  rub  themfelves  every  other  Day  ;  and 
“  after  the  fifth  Fridtion,  I  left  two  Days  Interval ;  how- 
“  ever,  they  took  every  Day  a  Dram  and  an  half  of  Pal- . 
“  mariuss  Powder. 

“  Thefe  two  Patients  were  perfectly  cured,  and  returned 
“  to  the  Plough.  I  had  the  Pleafure  of  feeing,  after  the 
“  third  Friction, the  Cicatrices  grow  flat  and  foft ;  the  Pain 
“  went  off,  their  Spirits  returned,  and  their  Minds  re- 
“  fumed  their  natural  Tranquility,  in  proportion  as 
“  they  perceived  the  Accidents  difappear  which  had 
“  terrified  them. 

“  Can  you  wifli  for  a  more  diftinct  Cafe  to  prove  the  Effi- 
“  cacy  of  Mercury  to  preferve  Perfons  from  Madnefs,  than 

<c  this 
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tc  this  which  I  have  here  related?  Four  Men  are  bit  the 
“  fame  Day,  the  fame  Hour,  by  the  lame  Animal ;  two 
“  of  them  die  of  Madnefs,  the  two  others  perceived  the 
“  Symptoms  which  foreboded  Madnefs  to  the  others ;  but 
u  Mercury  fecures  them,  affifted  by  Palmarius s  Powder. 
“  If  I  had  only  this  Obfervation,  it  would  deferve  the 
c<  Attention  of  a  Pradtitioner.” 

Palmarius’s  Remedy  is  as  follows,  according  to  Desault. 

T  A  K  E  of  the  Leaves  of  Rue,  Vervain,  Tea  Sage, 
Plantain,  Polypody,  common  Wormwood,  Mint,  Melilfo- 
phylon,  Betony,  St.  Johns  Wort,  leller  Centaury,  each 
equal  Parts  ;  let  them  be  all  powdered  and  mixed ;  the 
Dofe  is  about  a  Dram. 

As  I  believe  there  is  no  real  Virtue  in  this  Compolition, 
and  that  the  whole  Merit  of  the  Cure  is  due  to  Mercury, 
I  do  not  know  that  it  is  worth  while  to  mention  that 
Sennertus  diredts  this  Remedy  fomewhat  differently 
from  Default ,  both  in  regard  to  the  Ingredients,  and 
Dofe. 

I  mull  not  omit  the  Hiftory,  fo  far  as  I  could  inform 
myfelf,  of  a  Medicine  which  I  hear  has  been  fuccefsfully 
ufed,  both  as  a  Prefervative  from  the  Hydrophobia ,  and 
Cure  of  it,  and  which  feems  very  ftrongly  to  prove  the 
great  Efficacy  of  Mercury  in  this  Diftemper. 

Mr.  Cobb  of  Bujfelton,  near  B  rift  of  a  Gentleman  for¬ 
merly  in  the  Service  of  the  Eafl-  India  Company,  brought 

from 
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from  Tonquin  two  forts  of  red  Powder,  which  are  much 
celebrated  in  that  Country  as  efficacious  in  this  Diftemper. 
Upon  Examination,  thefe  two  Powders  proved  native  and 
fa&itious  Cinnabar,  and,  according  to  the  beft  Informa¬ 
tion  I  can  get,  Lady  Frederick  brought  the  lame  Remedy 
from  the  fame  Place.  The  Prefcription  is  as  follows  : 

Take  of  native  and  factitious  Cinnabar  each  24  Gr. 
M  usk  1 6  Gr.  Let  them  be  powdered  and  mixed  well 
together.*  •  '  ' ■  ‘ ‘  | 

This  Powder  is  to  be  taken  all  at  once  in  a  Tea  Cup  full 
of  Arrack,  and  is  faid  to  fecure  the  Patient  for  30  Days ; 
after  which  Time  the  Dole  is  to  be  repeated  in  the  fame 
Manner,  but  it  Ihould  be  done  as  foon  as  poffible  after  the 
Bite  is  received. 

But  if  the  Patient  has  any  Symptoms  of  the  Difeafe 
upon  him,  the  fecond  Dofe  muft  be  repeated  three  Hours 
after  the  firft,  and  this  is  faid  to  be  fufficient  for  a  Cure. 

Mr.  Cobb  communicated  this  to  Mr.  Roberts  an  Apo¬ 
thecary  in  Pall-Mall ,  who  publifhed  the  Receipt  in  fome 
of  the  daily  Papers,  and  I  hear  Sir  Benjaman  Wrench  of 
Norwich  has  made  fome  Experiments  with  it  fuccefsfully 
as  well  as  many  others.  J 

,  *  The  Original  Receipt  was  given  me  by  another  Hand  in  this  Form  :  Take  2  Canda- 
rines  of  the  beft  Musk,  5  Candarines  of  native  Cinnabar,  5  Candarines  of  Vermillion. 
Grind  them  fine,  and  mix  them  in  a  Cup  of  ftrong  Arrack  or  Brandy.  A  Candarine  of 
China  is  the  7  2d  Part  of  a  French  Crown,  or  Dollar,  and  the  80  th  Part  of  an  Englijh  Crown, 
fo  that  one  Phyfical  Ounce  is  rather  more  than  76  Candarines.  This  I  thought  proper 
to  infert,  though  not  exactly  agreeable  to  Mr,  Cobb9 s  Receipt. 
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Faditious  Cinnabar  is  made  of  three  Parts  Mercury, 
to  one  of  Sulphur,  and,  as  I  remember,  native  Cinnabar 
has  in  it  near  the  fame  Proportron  of  Mercury,  and  there¬ 
fore  it  feems  that  the  good  Effects  of  this  Medicine  ought 
to  be  principally,  if  not  entirely,  afcribed  to  Mercury.  As  to 
the  Musk,  it  is  an  animal  Subftance,  and  confequently  of 
an  Alcaline  Nature ;  and  as  Alcalies  have  in  all  Ages  been 
recommended  in  this  Cafe,  it  feems  to  be  at  leaft  not  pre¬ 
judicial,  excepting  in  the  Largenels  of  the  Dofe  when  taken 
in  this  Climate,  by  People  much  lefs  ufed  to  Perfumes  than 
the  Orientals,  who  probably  gave  Musk  with  the  Cinna¬ 
bar,  in  order  to  make  the  Medicine  more  agreeable. 

Hitherto  I  have  only  related  Fads  ;  I  muff  now 
beg  leave  to  make  a  few  Obfervations  upon  this  Diftemper. 

Firft  then,  the  Difeafe  feems  to  be,  as  it  were,  inocula¬ 
ted  by  the  Bite  into  the  Animal  who  receives  it;  for  it  is 
remarkable  that  the  Wound  whereby  the  Poifon  is  received 
grows  fore  and  fellers  feme  little  before,  or  about  the  Time 
the  Diftemper  begins  to  appear.  Something  very  like  this 
happens  in  the  Inoculation  of  the  Small  Pox  ;  for  the 
Incifions  where  the  variolous  Matter  had  been  introduced, 
begin  to  grow  fore  and  painful  about  the  fourth  or  fifth 
Day,  that  is,  about  the  Time  that  the  Diftemper  begins  to 
lhew  itfelf  ?  It  is  further  remarkable,  that  when  the  Inor 
culation  does  not  take  Elded,  the  Incifions  heal  up  in  a 
few  Days  like  a  common  Cut,  and  I  have  feme  Reafons 
to  believe  we  may  form  a  Judgment,  with  feme  Degree 
of  Certainty,  of  the  Danger  a  Patient  is  in  from  the 
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Bite,  by  obferving  the  Wound ;  for  whilft  that  re¬ 
mains  with  a  Scab  upon  it,  I  look  upon  him  to  be 
in  great  Danger  ;  but  when  it  once  is  cicatrized,  I  am  in 
no  great  Pain  for  the  Confequences.  However  I  would 
not  pretend  to  eftablilh  this  as  a  certain  Maxim,  but 
Ihould  rather  recommend  it  as  worthy  Obfervation, 
to  Phyftcians  who  fhall  hereafter  be  concerned  in  fuch 
Cafes.  •  .  :  1  •’ x '  *  | 

It  is  a  great  Error,  to  think  that  every  Body  bit  by  a 
mad  Dog  muft  neceflarily  go  mad  ;  I  have  known  fome 
Inftances  to  the  contrary,  when  nothing  had  been  applied 
by  way  of  Prevention.  I  remember  a  young  Man,  that  was 
bit  three  Times  by  Dogs  which  were  certainly  mad,  at  the 
Diftance  of  fome  Years  betwixt  each  Bite  ;  and  though  he 
could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  any  Precautions,  he 
never  went  mad.  But  in  him  the  Wounds  cicatrized  as  if 
they  had  been  made  by  a  Dog  that  was  not  mad.  But 
thefe  Inftances  are  fo  rare,  that  they  are  not  to  be  depend¬ 
ed  on. 

The  Symptoms  of  Madnefs  in  Men  are  too  well  known 
to  want  a  Defcription :  But  from  what  I  have  been  able  to 
learn, I  am  perfuaded  that  the  Barking  like  a  Dog, commonly 
mentioned  as  a  Symptom  attending  the  Hydrophobia ,  is  at 
lead:  generally, imaginary  ;  that  Circumftance  being  only  in 
a  greater  Degree  what  happens  in  an  ordinary  Quinfey,  when 
the  Parts  above  the  Larynx  are  inflamed, which  neceflarily 
muft  alter  the  Tone  of  the  Voice  conflderably;  and  it  is  re¬ 
markable 
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markable  that  the  firft  fure  Sign  of  a  Dog’s  being  actually 
mad,  is  an  Alteration  in  his  Bark. 

But  I  muft  mention  another  certain  Sign  of  approaching 
Madnefs  in  Dogs,  becaufe  I  don’t  find  that  ’tis  generally 
known  :  It  is  that  all  other  Dogs  will  by  a  natural  Inftind 
run  away  from,  and  avoid  a  Dog  that  is  going  mad,  with 
Signs  of  great  Terror  and  Confirmation.  And  of  this  I  have 
feen  frequent  Inftances. 

The  Difficulty  of  giving  the  mad  Dog  a  Dofe  of  Tur- 
peth  Mineral,  I  find,  has  been  objected  by  fome  as  an  in- 
fuperable  Obftacle  to  the  Method  of  Cure  I  recommend  ; 
but  there  is  nothing  more  eafy.  Two  Pair  of  Douples,  or 
one  Collar  with  two  Pair  of  Chains  to  it,  will  readily  fix  a 
Dog’s  Head  in  fuch  a  Pofition,  as  to  make  it  impoffible 
for  him  to  turn  and  bite  ;  then  compreffing  the  Skin  of 
his  Neck,  with  one  Hand,  to  make  him  open  his  Mouth, 
a  Ball  fixed  to  the  End  of  a  thin  Hazle  Stick,  or  Whale¬ 
bone,  is  thruft  down  his  Throat  without  any  Difficulty. 

That  Diftemper  which  in  Dogs  and  other  Animals  is 
called  Madnefs,  I  look  upon  to  be  nothing  more  than  a 
Fever,  to  which  Carnivorous  Brutes  are  peculiarly  fubjedt, 
and  of  which  the  Hydrophobia  is  a  Symptom.  Now  when 
this  Diftemper  is  inoculated  into  any  other  Animals,  it 
not  appear  to  me  wonderful  that  the  fame  Symp¬ 
toms  ffiould  appear  in  the  Animals  it  is  inoculated  into, 
as  in  the  Animal  it  was  inoculated  from. 

I  have  known  feveral  Farmers  in  the  Country  almoft 
ruined  by  a  Diftemper  amongft  their  Horfes,  which  they 
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call,  I  am  afraid  fometimes  improperly,  the  Staggers,  and 
which  feldom  feizes  one  Horfe,  without  infecting  many  o- 
thers  in  the  fame  Stable.  By  comparing  the  Symptoms 
of  this  Difeafe,  with  the  Account  F egetius  gives  of  the 
Hydrophobia  in  Cattle,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  many 
Horfes  faid  to  have  the  Staggers,  have  in  reality  been  bit 
by  a  mad  Dog  :  The  Symptoms,  according  to  V egetius, 
are  a  great  Diftenflon  of  all  the  Veins,  Inflammation  of 
the  Eyes,  Sweats,  Tremors,  Grinding  of  the  Teeth,  Beat¬ 
ing  themfelves  againfl  the  Wall,  and  foon  after  direct 
Madnefs.  And  thefe  are  exac'ly  the  fame  with  thofe  I 
have  known  attend  the  Staggers. 

I  mention  this,  becaufe  I  would  advife  every  body,  that 
has  a  Horfe  feized  in  this  Manner,  to  keep  him  feparate 
from  all  others,  and  to  give  all  that  have  been  near  him 
fome  Dofesof  Turpeth  Mineral,  in  Quantities  proportional 
to  the  Size  of  the  Horfe,  and  afterwards  to  make  them 
fwim  every  Day  in  cold  Water. 

That  I  may  omit  nothing  which  may  contribute  to  fet 
the  Efficacy  of  Mercury  againfl;  this  Sort  of  Madnefs  in  its 
true  Light,  I  muft  confefs  1  heard  it  was  made  ufe  of  once, 
laft  Year,  without  any  Succefs;  but  then  it  was  ufed  in  fuch 
a  Manner,  that  none  could  be  expected  from  it.  Soon  after 
this  happened  I  waited  on  Mr.  Floyer,  the  Gentleman 
who  firft  tried  the  Experiment  upon  his  own  Hounds,  and 
deffred  the  Favour  of  him  to  enquire  particularly  into  the 
Management  of  thofe  Hounds,  that  had  taken  the  Medicine 

with- 
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out  Succels ;  and  was  informed  by  him,  that  a  great 
Number  of  Hounds  had  ran  mad  in  the  Gentleman’s 
Kennel,  and  had  probably  bit  every  Dog  in  it  ;  that  the 
Servants  being  afraid  to  come  near  the  Dogs,  to  give  them 
the  Medicine  properly,  threw  a  great  Number  of  Balls 
made  with  Turpeth  Mineral  and  Butter  into  the  Kennel  ; 
by  which  Means  fome  got  more  than  their  Share,  and  o- 
thers  none  ;  lo  that  thofe  which  got  none  went 
mad,  and  bit  the  others  again.  He  added,  that  he  had  not 
the  worfe  Opinion  of  the  Medicine  for  this  Tryal,  having 
never  known  it  to  fail  in  a  Multitude  of  Experiments 
which  he  himfelf  had  made  with  it. 

It  remains  that  I  now  give  the  precife  Method,  which  I 
would  make  ufe  of,  if  I  fhould  be  called  to  a  Perfon  bit¬ 
ten  by  a  mad  Dog. 

Firft,  I  would  rub  into  the  Place  wounded, as  foonaspof- 
ble,  a  Dram  of  the  Ointment  recommended  by  Default. 

I  would  then  give  Turpeth  Mineral,  by  way  of 
Vomit,  in  a  Dofe  proportioned  to  the  Age  and  Con- 
ftitution  of  the  Patient;  and  this  I  would  repeat  more  than 
once  at  Intervals,  which  would  fecure  it  from  railing  a  Sa¬ 
livation,  always  remembring  to  rub  the  Wound  once  in  a 
Day,  or  oftner,  with  the  Mercurial  Ointment.  In  the  mean 
Time  I  would  not  omit  the  Pulvus  Antilyjfus ,  confiding 
of  Afh-coloured  Liverwort  and  Pepper,  recommend¬ 
ed  by  Dr.  Mead ;  whofe  great  Humanity  and  Benevolence 
to  Mankind,  would  not  fuffer  him  -  to  give  any 
Medicine  a  Charadter,  that  he  had  not  the  ftrongeft  Rea- 
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fons  to  think  it  deferved.  Nor  %>uld  I  omit  to  dire 
Cinnabar  and  Musk^^^TMantilc  mentioned  above. 

The  Method  advifcd  t  ; Bleed 

Patient  to  o  or  io  Ounces^ .^Take^dSitlae^i^^  C it 
reus  terre/Iris,  i}v.  Black-Pepper  pqWtfer  dr?g.  DivideT 
when  mixed  into  four  egSgtl*  PareS^fln/f* fePpue  6 
taken  evqai^lorning.  *  r  ,**' 

Then  let  the  Patient  go-*  into  cold  Water  every  Morninj 
for  a  Months  But  when  through  Neglect,  any^ 
of  approaching  Mad ne f^Siou  1  d  appear,  I  would 
the  Quantity  ^ymier^j^il  ^il^give  Mercui 

in  fome  F or nT~ or ;  nr asTargb 
thofe  as  often  repeated,  as  could  be  done,  without  hazai 
ing  the  Patient  by  a  Salivation  too  precipitate.  In  bot 
Cafes  I  would  recomnynd  the  Cold  Bath,  as  a  Thing 
great  Confeguencel  r<8  |can«  as  fever  the  Patient  can  mal 
ufe  of  it  without  Dang^^EuCT^this  Cafe,  as  in  all  othei 
many  acjpii^t^  0Ki^0^<^iiv'^^gmjfqp^hich  it 
impoffible  to  lay  down  univerfal  Rules:  Xcmuft  the 
be  left  to  the  Prudence  of  a  Phylician  to  guard  agaij 
and  remedy  Inconveniencies  arifing  from  particular 
cidents.  •  i 


Dartmouth -  Street. 
Dec.  4.  1740. 
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